
DAVID L. SARTORI 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
To the residents of the 8th District—I am sending out my 

newsletter early this month because the Milwaukee County 

Board is seeking YOUR INPUT at our upcoming public 

meeting on the 2018 budget. I would invite you to join me 

this Monday Oct. 30 at 6:30PM at the Marcus Performing 

Arts Center. I have included the flyer with additional 

details on the next page. I will be also making myself avail-

able after the hearing for one on one conversation if you 

would like to come speak with me. I look forward to hearing 

all of your voices as the Board comes together to pass a 

budget responsive to the people of Milwaukee County.  

Blessings, 

David 
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fall Leaf Collection Has Begun! 
The South Milwaukee Street Department has begun the collection of fall leaves.  We ask that residents 
place leaves ready for disposal in the curb/gutter for collection until November 15th.  Please do not add 
any yard waste or plants to leaf piles, this material needs to be disposed of directly at the Self Deposit 
Station (SDS).   Residents who wish to dispose of their leaves directly at SDS, will have the user fee of 
$2.00 waived (only available until November 15th).  The user fee still applies if disposing of any other 
yard waste and/or garbage.  The SDS is located at 1106 Blake Ave.  

Hours of operation for SDS are Tuesday and Friday, 11:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 pm..  Please do not add leaf piles into the gutter after November 15th, as the City may not be able 

 

South Milwaukee Veterans Day 
South Milwaukee Veterans Day event will be held on Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. at the 
South Milwaukee War Memorial. 

 

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION – 5th Avenue Storm Sewer Construction – Beginning September 
25th 
The City of South Milwaukee has contracted for installation of a 48″ diameter storm sewer to replace a 
deteriorating box culvert built in the early 1900’s that crosses 5th Avenue, just north of Drexel Boule-
vard.  To complete the work, 5th Avenue will be closed to thru traffic between Drexel Boulevard and 
Manistique Avenue beginning on Tuesday October 3rd.  5th Avenue will be detoured to Manistique Ave-
nue and Drexel Boulevard to 8th Avenue.  Signs will be posted along the detour route.  The City antici-
pates a 4 week closure to complete the storm sewer installation and pavement replacement.  Parking 
restrictions may be installed along the route.  Click here for more information. 

Supervisor Sartori attends the annual banquet of the Polish Nation-

al Alliance held in Franklin, WI.  

http://smwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/5thAveConstruct.pdf


Oak Creek Watershed Restoration Survey 
open until 11/15/17 

 

An online survey for the Oak Creek Watershed Restoration Plan effort is now open for 

stakeholder input.  The purpose is to gather information from all interested parties on 

how they use the Oak Creek watershed, where they see concerns, and what they think 

the priorities are for improving the watershed.  

 

The survey can be found at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OakCreekWatershed. 

 

 

The link will also be available shortly on our website on the project webpage (http://

www.sewrpc.org/SEWRPC/Environment/Restoration-Plan-Oak-Creek-Watershed.htm). 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OakCreekWatershed
http://www.sewrpc.org/SEWRPC/Environment/Restoration-Plan-Oak-Creek-Watershed.htm
http://www.sewrpc.org/SEWRPC/Environment/Restoration-Plan-Oak-Creek-Watershed.htm


Light up South Milwaukee: Holiday Lights 
Awards Program Coming This Season 

The Beautification Committee is working on some really cool plans to deck South Milwaukee streets this holi-
day season. There is one I wanted to let you know about now, so you can prepare — our new holiday lights 
awards program. 

It’s going to be called Light up South Milwaukee, and it’s simple: We are looking to honor the best holiday 
lights displays of South Milwaukee homes and businesses. 

Winners receive small cash prizes, a yard sign and recognition on the city website and Facebook pages — and 
be the envy of your block, and city. 

Beautification Committee members will judge entries in the following categories: 

 Griswold: You light up the whole neighborhood. 

 Classical: Traditional decorations from holidays past. 

 Themed: You have a running theme happening with your lighted display. 
Start planning your display now … and look for more details soon on how to enter your or another property or 
three. 

Or maybe get your whole block together for a display. 

Happy holidays! 

Mayor Erik Brooks 

(And thanks to Brooklyn, Wis., for some of the details, even if they don’t know it.) 

https://southmilwaukeeblog.com/2017/10/17/light-up-south-milwaukee-holiday-lights-awards-program-coming-this-season/
https://southmilwaukeeblog.com/2017/10/17/light-up-south-milwaukee-holiday-lights-awards-program-coming-this-season/
http://brooklynrecreation.org/holidaylights/








City of Cudahy Common Council finishes Finance Committee Work on 2018 Proposed Budget  

 On the evenings of October 3rd, 5th and 9th, the Finance Committee and the Common Council of the 
City of Cudahy reviewed, approved, sent off for publication and scheduled a Public Hearing for the 2018 
Municipal City Budget. Under state imposed levy limits, unfunded mandates, and a problem identified in 
May of 2017 with a payment loss from the State Expenditure Restraint Program, the Mayor and Common 
Council were able to come up with a municipal budget that preserves core services.  

 In mid-May 2017, the Office of the Mayor and later, the common council, learned of a mistake made 
within our Finance Department causing the city to lose $342,000 in state shared revenue under the Ex-
penditure Restraint Programs. The options presented to the Finance Committee on the evening of June 
6th were to eliminate $255,000 in expenses that would cut services, and would not bring the payments 
back for 2018. The Council at that time approved the use of unapplied fund balance, or surplus revenue 
funds to cover that budget gap in 2018.  

 The ability of the city to raise property taxes is controlled by the rate of net new construction, tax levy 
limits, and the expenditure restraint program. Going into the 2018 budget, less a $23,201 increase to pay 
our long term debt, the Council was only allowed to raise the overall tax levy by $56,800 in the General 
Fund, Library Fund, and Roads and Equipment Fund. The impact of that overall city tax increase on a 
$150,000 typical Cudahy home for the city tax rate portion is an increase of $10.50 more per year in city 
taxes.  

 Compounding the problems, are the unfunded mandates from Milwaukee County for the increase in 
cost of Police and Fire Radios and an amendment to the Paramedic Service Contract for software in the 
amount of $19,709 Had we not done this, we’d no longer have paramedic services after December 31, 
2018. That means, of the largest allowable tax levy increase under state law, 35% of our levy increase is 
being paid to Milwaukee County and doesn’t provide additional services to our residents.  

 On the evening of October 9, 2017, the Common Council passed two budgets which will be published 
and considered at the Public Hearing on the evening of Tuesday November 21, 2017 at 7 pm. The first 
budget, which could potentially restore two of the three vacant positions, will require some transferring of 
funds to a new fund, which will require approval of the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (D.O.R). The 
second budget attempts to preserve core services and non-essential services, while eliminating three cur-
rently vacant positions. As of this time, the D.O.R. was not able to provide a definitive determination to the 
city on this option. The Office of the Mayor will work with the D.O.R. Administration prior to the community 
public hearing.  

 “I truly appreciate the Council and Management Team working together collectively with this very chal-
lenging 2018 budget”, stated Mayor John Hohenfeldt. “Our residents continue to demand more or better 
services from all departments, yet the constraints put upon local government by the State of Wisconsin 
continue to stress an already fragile system to the breaking point. Cudahy is not alone. Other communities 
in Milwaukee County are in the same situation. This problem will never go away. Unfortunately, residents 
will suffer in the end,” Hohenfeldt concluded.  

The Public Hearing for final adoption of the 2018 City of Cudahy Budget will be held on the evening 
of Tuesday November 21, 2017 at 7 pm. The Public Hearing will be before the Common Council at 
Cudahy City Hall, located at 5050 South Lake Drive. Questions about this release can be addressed 
to:  

Office of the Mayor John R. Hohenfeldt  

414-769-2222  

jhohenfeldt@ci.cudahy.wi.us  


